Anti-TCR-V beta 6 breaks tolerance in female AKR, Mlsa mice inducing foetal lethality.
Immunisation with anti-TCR-V beta 6 of female AKR mice prior to and during syngeneic pregnancy resulted in neonatal lethality and eventually in abortion or foetal resorption. The sera of the hyperimmunised mothers were shown to have anti-H-2k and anti-Mlsa autoantibodies and were cytotoxic to H-2k targets in vitro and also blocked Mlsa-induced mixed lymphocyte reactions. These observations are discussed herein.